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Tradition Nine
“A.A., as such, ought 
never be organized; but 
we may create service 
boards or committees 
directly responsible to 
those they serve.” The 
two words that describe 
the ninth tradition in my 
life are ”divine order”.

Step Nine
“Made direct 

amends to such 
people wherever 
possible, except 
when to do so 

would injure them 
or others.”

September  Focus 

 
POETRY CORNER

Ninth Step Prayer 
“Higher Power, I pray for the right attitude to make my 
amends, Being ever mindful not to harm others in the 
process. I ask for Your guidance in making indirect 
amends. Most important, I will continue to make amends 
By staying abstinent, helping others & Growing in 
spiritual progress..”



Farewell Speech   by: Dr.Bob
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My good friends in A.A. and of A.A.,
 
     … I get a big thrill out of looking over a vast sea of faces like this with a feeling that possibly 
some small thing I did a number of years ago played an infinitely small part in making this 
meeting possible. I also get quite a thrill when I think that we all had the same problem. We all 
did the same things. We all get the same results in proportion to our zeal and enthusiasm and 
stick-to-itiveness. If you will pardon the injection of a personal note at this time, let me say that 
I have been in bed five of the last seven months and my strength hasn't returned as I would 
like, so my remarks of necessity will be very brief.
 
      There are two or three things that flashed into my mind on which it would be fitting to lay a 
little emphasis.  One is the simplicity of our program. Let's not louse it all up with Freudian 
complexes and things that are interesting to the scientific mind, but have very little to do with 
our actual A.A. work. Our Twelve Steps, when simmered down to the last, resolve themselves 
into the words “love” and “service.” We understand what love is, and we understand what 
service is. So let's bear those two things in mind.
 
      Let us also remember to guard that erring member the tongue, and if we must use it, let's 
use it with kindness and consideration and tolerance.
 
      And one more thing: None of us would be here today if somebody hadn't taken time to 
explain things to us, to give us a little pat on the back, to take us to a meeting or two, to do 
numerous little kind and thoughtful acts in our behalf. So let us never get such a degree of 
smug complacency that we're not willing to extend, or attempt to extend, to our less fortunate 
brothers that help which has been so beneficial to us.
      
                                               Thank you very much.
* From Dr. Bob's brief remarks on Sunday, July 30, 1950, at the First 
International A.A.Convention in Cleveland, Ohio.
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Amen to the Amends by Anonymous

Remember a few things as you make the amends:

Fear only exists in the mind. It is not a 'higher power'. We give fear its power. Your fear can 
end this instance if you so choose.
If you have been working honestly, thoroughly, and completely on your previous steps, you 
can build upon them to make the ninth step a spiritual journey of healing.
The ninth step is not for those you harmed. It is for you. Deep inside yourself you have shame 
and guilt. If those two emotional states are not dealt with, you will eventually return to drugs/
alcohol, or you will be miserable in recovery. The ninth step allows us to see that despite the 
harm we did others, we were harming ourselves ten fold. By making amends, we release the 
grip that shame, guilt, and remorse have over us. Just like fear, these emotions are our own 
doing and it is up to us to undo them. No one else can.
When you approach the situation to make amends, allow the person to express their feelings. 
They may need healing too. They may not be in a place to forgive and/or forget. That is okay. 
We cannot judge our recovery or progress on where others are emotionally. Like I said, it is not 
for them, but for us.
If you owe money, pay it back. If you did emotional harm, then don't harm others emotionally 
and if you do, correct it quickly through tenth step work. Living amends is sometimes all we 
have when we harmed others mentally or emotionally. Those people who stick around in your 
life (mostly family) will soon see the path you are on and either be proud of you or jealous of 
you. Neither one matters.
The only thing that matters is that you are on your last step of dumping and unloading the 
negativity that has consumed you like a cancer. Once you free yourself from that prison, you 
can begin to take hold of the spiritual awakening that awaits you in step eleven. Read the ninth 
step promises on page 83-84 of the Big Book. The ninth step is a huge turning point in 
recovery.
Be grateful! Be excited! Enter with faith, not fear. Show love, not regret. I promise it is not as 
bad as your mind makes it out to be.



Thank You to the Following Groups for Your 
continued support to Your Central Office! 

Benjamin House-Sunday 8am AA/Al-anon
Benjamin House-Sunday 10am Downstairs
Benjamin House-Tuesday 6pm AA/Al-anon
Benjamin House-Thursday 6pm Big Book

Benjamin House-Monday 6pm 12x12
Benjamin House-Friday 6pm Young at Heart

Benjamin House-Saturday 7am UP (Sunshine)
Burlington 12 & 12 Friday 930 am Big Book

Burlington Sunday 10 am 12 & 12
Covenant beginners Meeting Thursday 645 pm

Covenant Thursday 8pm By the Book
Grove-Sunday 10am Sober on Sunday
Lords of Life (personal donation) Rudy

Outcast Club-Come and Get Sober Group
Racine Transitional Care

Salem Big Book Friday 8pm United Methodist
We Agnostics Sunday 9am

Teamwork makes the dream work 
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Here is the August financial listings for Your Central Office! 
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Volunteer 
Positions

Come join us in the 
fellowship. 

RACO is in desperate 
need of some 

volunteers to help in 
the following areas: 

Staffing Volunteers- 
please contact Ted V 

@262-909-4320 

Co-Literature 
Volunteer Position- 

please contact Jon K 
@262-977-0748

RACO Volunteers Needed!! 

The Racine Area Central Office has unfortunately had to close its doors during some daytime hours over the past 
few weeks due to a shortage of volunteers to staff the desk. If you or someone you sponsor has an interest in 
getting trained to staff the desk and be of service, please call RACO at (262) 554-6611 and we will get you in 
touch with  Ted V.—RACO’s Staffing Coordinator. No one who needs the services of RACO should ever be 

turned away due to a shortage of volunteers! Be of service to your central office today! :-) 

Kenosha / Racine Oxford Houses 

Are you in early recovery or know someone who is? The Oxford 

House concept, which emphasizes that “together we can democratically run 
a clean and sober house” is helpful to gaining the strength and support to 
achieve longterm sobriety.   

With separate houses for both men and women, there are Oxford 
Houses in both Kenosha as well as Racine—providing the support and 
accountability to help in early recovery. For more information, or to request 
an interview, please call (262) 800-3840 or visit www.oxfordhouse.org for a 
history, vacancies, locations and applications. Let the Oxford House help 
you or someone you love get a jumpstart into a happy and healthy life of 
clean and sober living today! 

RACO Steering Committee Meetings 

The Racine Area Central Office's ‘Steering Committee’  meets on the 
first WEDNESDAY of every month at RACO (6:30pm). The steering 
committee invites anyone who may be interested in Area 75 and 
District 17 events and  happenings.   

Please note the NEW day/time of the Steering Committee 
meetings—as they used to be held on Saturday mornings! If you 
or someone you know might be interested in sitting-in on a 
Committee meeting or possibly filling an open position,  please join us 
for a monthly meeting or email raconewsletter@gmail.com for 
information on available positions and position requirements. We 
look forward to seeing you at the next Committee meeting! 

We can help fill your volunteer positions by listing 
them with us  



Volume 15, Issue 9 August15-September15  2019

Upcoming Events 

6 

September 9th Pleasant Prairie 11th anniversary Celebration Open Speaker Meeting. 7 p.m. at Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church 4311 104th St 
September 20th
2019 Open Community Al-Anon Meeting Burlington, WI 7-9 p.m.
September 21st
Kenosha-Racine Rally for Recovery Library Park 711 59th Pl-Kenosha,WI 10a.m.-4p.m. Open to the public
October 18-20
Into Action Alcathon 
2019 Area 75 & ECR Conference
Crowne Plaza Milwaukee Airport
Sept 28 7:30 am-3 pm
12 Steps, 12 Traditions, 12 Years 12th Annual -AA Conference at the VA Hosted by District 16 of Area 75 
October 26th District 7 Fall Workshop. First Presbyterian Church Kenosha 9-130 
Nov 22-24th
“How it Works” @ The Grand Geneva Resort 7036 Grand Geneva Way, Lake Geneva, WI 53147. Register 
online June 4th-Nov 15 at www.soberfest.org
January 10-12th
WICYPAA XXV11
2020 A Vision for you. Chula Vista Resort 2501 River Road. Wisconsin Dells,WI call 855-956-1322



Racine Area 
Central Office 

Officers/Steering Committee

Chairperson Jon K

Co-Chairperson John S

Secretary Mary Kay

Co-Secretary Larissa H

Treasurer Tom M

Co-Treasurer Mike S

Staffing Coordinator Ted V

Co-Staffing 
Coordinator

VACANT

Newsletter Jon L

Co-Newsletter Chris J

Hotline Chairperson Jake T

Co-Hotline 
Chairperson

Chris W

Literature Chairperson John B

Co-Literature Chair VACANT

Procurement VACANT

Co-Procurement Eric E.

Webmaster Dave W

Co-Webmaster VACANT

Advisor Toni M

Advisor Roxanne D

Advisor Pam L

3701 Durand Avenue #225B

Racine, WI 53403

(262) 554-6611

24-Hour Hotline: (262) 554-7788

Help is Everywhere 
District/Club Information 

Alcoholics Anonymous is not affiliated with any club or 
other outside enterprise 

District 17 Racine, Wisconsin

Racine Alano Club
1140 Douglas Ave.
Racine, WI 53404
(262) 634-9902

The Grove Club
1037 Grove Ave.
Racine, WI 53405
(262) 634-9656

Benjamin House
4848 Highway H
Franksville, WI 53126
(262) 886-9611

Benjamin House Website: http://www.benjaminhouseracine.org/
District 7 Kenosha, Wisconsin
Kenosha Alano Club
630 56th St.
Kenosha, WI 53140
(262) 654-8246

Outcasts
1310 63rd St.
Kenosha, WI 53144

Southport Lighthouse 
Recovery Club
8017 Sheridan Rd.
Kenosha, WI 53143
(262) 653-9800

Kenosha Alano Club Website: http://kenoshaalanoclub.org
District 36 Burlington 12 x 12 Club

724 N. Pine St.
Burlington, WI

West Racine/Kenosha County

District 6 Walworth County Alano Club
611 E. Walworth St.
Delavan, WI 53115
(262) 740-1888

Eastern Walworth County

District 12 Eastern Lake County, Illinois
Alano Club of Waukegan
2419 Washington St.
Waukegan, IL 60085
(847) 662-9640

Zion-Benton Alano Club
228 Sheridan Rd.
Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096
(847) 746-9842

Alano Club of Waukegan Website: http://alanoclubwaukegan.com/
Waukegan Hotline: (847) 623-9660

District 10                                     
  

Antioch Recovery Club
311 E Depot St.; Suite C
Antioch, IL 60002
(847) 838-1882

Western Lake County

Antioch Recovery Club: http://www.antiochrecoveryclub.org/
Antioch Hotline: (847) 395-5988

Interested in receiving the Monthly Newsletter 
through e-mail? 

Become a subscriber today by sending an e-Become a subscriber today by sending an e-
mail tomail to raconewsletter@gmail.com  raconewsletter@gmail.com 
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