
 

Volume 10, Issue 11 November 2014 

RACINE AREA CENTRAL OFFICE’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

3701 Durand Avenue #225 Racine, WI 53403 (262) 554-6611 Hotline: (262) 554-7788       raconewsletter@gmail.com 

Monthly Reprieve 

Store is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 am—5:00 pm. Saturdays 9:00 am—2:00 pm; Closed Sundays 

VISIT US ON THE WEB... RACINECENTRALOFFICE.ORG 

            What I’ve Learned in the Past 11 Years of Sobriety 
(….mostly in the last year) 

By:  Stacey W. 

 Over the past year, vie had the 
opportunity to go back through the 12 
steps in our book, Alcoholics Anony-
mous.  I would like to share a little bit 
of what I have learned here.   
 Step 1 ~ this is the Step we take 
prior to ever entering the rooms of a 
meeting.  This is the step that we feel 
deep in our bones.  We are sunk, 
smoked, finished.  We are doomed.  
We can’t do it anymore.   
 Step 2 ~ Here is where I realize I 
am screwed, completely powerless, 
my back is against the wall…but 
maybe, just maybe, there is some-
thing bigger than me that can help 
me.   
 Step 3 ~ I decide in step 3 that I 
would like to move on with the rest of 
the work.  I am ready now to turn 
over my life, my thoughts and deci-
sions to something other than myself.  
He is the Director, we are the Actors, 
He is the Manager, and we are His 
agents.  We are here to perform His 
work.   
 Step 4 ~ I take a fearless and 
thorough inventory of who I am.  
What makes me react to life certain 
ways?  What runs me?  Is it my ego?  
My pride? Fear of looking a certain 
way?  Fear of being without some-
thing?  Who do I hurt when I do 
these things?   
 Step 5~ I share my inventory with 
another human being and God.  We 
look for unsaleable goods.   
 Step 6 ~ we become ready to 
have God remove the things in me 
which are unobjectionable.  And if I’m 

not ready to get rid of them, I PRAY 
FOR THE WILLINGNESS.  (I missed 
this part for a long time ~ just won-
dered why God never took them and 
kept acting in them)   
 Step 7 ~ humbly ask God to re-
move these shortcomings.  
(Sometimes I have to humbly ask 
many times) and act in a different 
manner.   I read once that sometimes 
God lets us hang on to certain de-
fects because that is what attracts 
some people to us which allow us to 
be useful to him.   This is why we 
don’t get to pick which ones; we just 
continue to be willing.   
 Step 8 ~   Make a list of those we 
had harmed.  We have this list from 
our 5th step.  Sometimes we have to 
add a few we have harmed where 
there is no resentment attached to 
them. We discuss the harms done 
with another and look for our sins, 
our wrongs, our errors.   
 Step 9 ~ we go out to repair the 
damage done, without further caus-
ing more harm.  We ask how we can 
make it right.  We attempt to clear 
away the debris.  Whether that is in a 
specific action, non –action or perha-
os monetary form.  Sometimes are 
amend will be rejected, we are asked 
only to be willing.   We ask how we 
can make things right and perhaps 
there are things we don’t know so we 
ask them “have I harmed you in ways 
I am unaware of?”  I’ve made direct 
amends, written letters, made surro-
gate amends (to people who were 
like the harmed party) and made 

amends to people who didn’t know 
they were harmed (for instance , say-
ing kind things in a large group of 
people about someone I had previ-
ously gossiped about)  
 Step 10 ~ this is the spot check 
inventory.  The walking around step.  
When I get resentful at work.  When 
my feelings get hurt.  When I get 
afraid.  I inventory it right then, on the 
spot.  I share it with someone if need 
be and I take corrective measures.   
 Step 11 ~ Here is where I review 
my  day in the evening and tally up 
the good and not so good.  I inquire, 
with God, how I can do better.  I con-
structively review.  Not batter myself 
around.  That would be no good to 
anyone.  Sometimes I may include 
meditation and prayer at this point.   
I carry this step into the morning with 
my prayer and meditation, asking 
God where He would have me go, 
what He would have me do, what He 
would have me say and to whom ?  I 
ask him to direct my day.   
 Step 12 – I carry this message, 

the message of hope, from the book.  

The message of how I gained access 

to a power greater than myself.  I 

carry that message to other still suf-

fering alcoholics.  I practice the prin-

ciples, of honesty, love, tolerance. I 

practice those principles in all my af-

fairs.  I bring them home and to work.  

I let this message shine through me 

like a Beacon, a lighthouse.   

Thanks for allowing me to share. 



 

Volume 10, Issue 11 November 2014 

Our Stories 

2 

Fall has always been a time 
of great reflection for me. Even as 
a young person, I would spend that 
final hour before falling asleep, 
dreaming of the things I would do 
and the accomplishments I would 
achieve once I was finally old 
enough to break out on my own. 
 My parents were dirt poor alco-
holics, and it was more interesting 
to slip into that space between my 
ears where I could be anyone and 
do anything rather than listen to 
them fight. I would plan out blocks 
of time, years in length, where I 
would be the hero in the story. I 
would save the planet, become the 
king, slay the dragon, get the girl – 
no goal was out of reach. It seems 
like things have always been that 
way with me. I was never satisfied 
with the merely mortal – my 
dreams were always bigger than 
life.                                                
 As the years clicked by, the 
options seemed to become more 
limited. Early on, I discovered that I 
wasn’t going to be the next Michael 
Jordan or Brett Favre. I was simply 
okay at most sports – good enough 
to make the team, not good 
enough to do much more than 
warm the bench.      
 I was one of those “last 30 sec-
ond” guys – if we were winning or 
losing by a wide margin, the coach 
would clear the bench and let us 
play the last 30 seconds of the 
game. My sporting dreams came to 
a crashing halt my Freshman year 
of high school. While trying out for 
the Freshman basketball team, I 
drove in for a lay up, and came 
down wrong on another player’s 
foot. I felt my ankle buckle and 
give, twisting in ways an ankle was 

never meant to move. The physical 
pain was excruciating, but nowhere 
near as excruciating as the humili-
ating end to my season.    
 I remember crying on the side-
lines, waiting for my mother to pick 
me up. It hit me during this wait 
that no matter how many hours I 
practiced, it was never going to 
make me taller. And no matter how 
many hours I practiced, there was 
always going to be others that 
were more talented and worked 
just as hard. I knew my life’s pur-
pose would not be to find glory on 
the sports field.                       
 I was naturally quite intelligent, 
but also quite lazy. Maybe that pe-
culiar twist of the alcoholic’s mind 
was already upon me early in my 
drinking days – I had an incredible 
feeling of entitlement.    
 Since I was so smart, I felt that 
I did not need to put in the intellec-
tual work – I already knew how to 
do it, why should I show you? 
Grades suffered, conferences were 
held. The most common remarks 
from teachers included lines like, “if 
he just applied himself.” Figuring 
that the good jobs in science and 
engineering were also a lot of hard 
work, I packed those dreams in a 
box and set them aside myself. I 
knew that I would slide back into 
academic sloppiness, what was the 
use?        
 So the dreams of big 
paychecks from inventing the next 
Big Thing were shelved. My pur-
pose was not to live out my days 
fabulously wealthy as an intellectu-
al giant.                       
 Areas that came naturally to 
me without a lot of effort were the 
creative arts. Music and writing, in 

particular, seemed easy. Without 
trying too hard, I could play a guitar 
or write a poem. A new grand pur-
pose was born for me. I was going 
to be a rock star.     
 The creative lifestyle played 
perfectly into another area in which 
I excelled – drinking alcohol. I was 
able to channel my ambitions 
through a bottle. I could write 
songs and drink heavily at the 
same time.      
 Without consciously thinking it, 
I had found a way to drink to my 
liking without a whole lot of back-
lash from those around me – at 
least, at first. My ego grew to enor-
mous proportions as the group I 
worked with found some small suc-
cess in Minneapolis, playing shows 
at the local rock clubs and getting 
positive reviews from the local mu-
sic press.        
 A particular high point involved 
a glowing review from a prestigious 
fanzine, which netted us an oppor-
tunity to showcase our talents to a 
New York record label.  

 The showcase never 
happened. Our lead singer abruptly 
moved to Alaska without telling an-
yone. This is before cell phones 
and the constant connectivity that 
we now have. It seemed like he 
literally disappeared. Rumors had 
him on a fishing boat somewhere 
off the coast.      
 Years later, I found out that my 
drinking and my boorish behavior, 
especially toward women, were 
something that he no longer want-
ed to have in his life.  

 
(Continued on Page 3…) 

By Josh L. 

 “Our Primary Purpose” 



 

“Our Primary Purpose”  

(continued) 

Volume 10, Issue 11 November 2014 3 

When the choice before him was 
one of getting a big recording con-
tract with a guy he didn’t particularly 
like or to simply going it alone, to 
hell with the big contract – he chose 
to go it alone. It fell to me to cancel 
with the label. A moment that was 
supposed to be a triumphant begin-
ning to a lustrous Rock and Roll ca-
reer became a dejecting blow. Even 
though I had worked toward it, even 
though I had a decent amount of 
natural talent, this purpose was not 
to be, either. 

It wasn’t until I came into AA 
that I found a purpose that I could 
not only achieve, but learn to enjoy. 
I found my purpose in the AA pre-
amble – Our primary purpose is to 
stay sober and help other alcoholics 
achieve sobriety. Wow, what a drop 
in grandiosity from the heights I 
placed my life’s purpose before! Pri-
or to AA, my reason for living was to 
feed my ego. I wanted not only to 
be successful, but also to have the 
adoration of the masses. I wanted 
fame and fortune and all the trap-
pings that success would bring. It 
was only after my alcoholism drove 
me to the precipice of despair that I 
realized a life worth living meant so 
much more than material things. 

At first, I found the humility in 
our primary purpose grating. Of 
course I would stay sober, of course 
I would help other alcoholics – I did-
n’t need it to be the primary goal of 
my life. I thought I could do those 
things, and still pursue the life that I 
wanted. How wrong I was! I had it 
backwards – I needed to focus on 
staying sober, and helping others, if 
I was to have any sort of contented 
life. It was only by getting away from 
my petty goals and my selfish de-
sires that I could be rid of the crip-
pling dishonesty, resentment and 
fear that had kept me sick for so 

long. It was only through the self-
less giving of my time and myself 
that I could walk the world a free 
man. 

Today, my serenity is in di-
rect proportion to the amount that I 
am helping others. If my initial reac-
tion is one of loathing and laziness, 
I know that I need to do the very 
thing for someone else that I don’t 
want to do. In order to stay sober, I 
need to help others, or I will not be 
sober for long.  

Today, my purpose in life 
has been right sized. I no longer 
need to be driven by a selfish need 
for validation. While I do not follow 
perfectly the primary purpose, I 
know that God will send me remind-
ers if I stray too far. 

 
Submitted by: Josh L. 
 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
       

         

 Alcoholics Anonymous is a design for 
life, they told me. All you have to change is 
everything, they said. And – holy cow – I 
think it just clicked. This is really kind of a 
big deal we’re talking about, isn’t it? 
 Lately, I’ve been exposed to the usual 
talks on emotional sobriety. Last week I was 
in a meeting where we discussed the topic 
of love and tolerance, then a few days later I 
hear a speaker mention this again. Wait, did 
I say mention? Okay – I’m pretty sure he 
stressed this as being pretty crucial. Luckily 
he elaborated on the concept that love and 
tolerance is not something that we develop 
easily. In fact, he seemed to say this is not 
even something that we can force into exist-
ence, but rather a promise that develops.  
 Okay, so I can’t force myself to love 
and tolerate, but with active and thorough 
12 step work, I will become a shining bea-
con of love. And – again I say holy cow – 
this is my goal. My goal is to totally change 
my perception of the world, to completely 
change how I interact within it. My goal is to 
rid my self-will and align with God’s will. And 
– again – holy cow – that can feel like a tall 
order. 
 And it is – it’s revolutionary. It’s a spir-
itual awakening. It’s a complete physic 
change. It’s kind of a big deal. And thank 
God I don't have to be perfect at it -- be-
cause I'm certainly no shining beacon of 
love.  
 Thankfully I also heard a speaker who 
compares this spiritual journey to a flight 
from New York to LA, where the airplane is 
off course 98% of the time. The autopilot is 
constantly making tiny adjustments based 
on information it receives along the way. I'm 
never fully on course towards my spiritual 
destination -- if I could do that I wouldn't 
need AA, I wouldn't need the steps, I would-
n't need you. I would just align with God and 
transcend.  
 Which made me think of the line in How 
It Works: God could and would if he were 
sought. Maybe it's not the finding that's im-
portant, but rather the seeking. And, to me, 
that's a pretty cool….pretty big deal.  

A New Way of Living -  

That’s Kind of a Big Deal 
By: Carly R. 
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Upcoming 
Events &  
Activities 

Detox Help Needed 
 Volunteers are needed for detox 

meetings throughout the area. Detox 

meetings are a great way to carry your 

message to the newcomer, who often 

needs to hear a message of hope.  

 Requirements to become a volun-

teer are six months to attend with oth-

ers and one year to attend solo. 

 Meetings are held Sunday-Friday 

at 8pm and Saturday & Sunday morn-

ings at 9:30am. 

 Detox meetings are held at St. 

Lukes on Wisconsin Ave. and 14th St. 

For further information, please contact 

Roxann D. 

July 6th 
Alano Club Breakfast 

8am to 10am 

$5.00 per plate 

(first Sunday of every month) 

Alano Club—Racine, WI 

 

July 12th 
The Grove Club elections and 

membership meeting 

8:30pm 

Grove Club 

Racine, WI  

 

July 26th 
Grove Club Picnic 

11:30 Picnic 

7:00 Speaker 

Volleyball, Relays, Food, Raffles 

and more! 

Smolenski Park 

Mt. Pleasant, WI 

 

 

July 6th 
Alano Club Breakfast 

8am to 10am 

$5.00 per plate 

(first Sunday of every month) 

Alano Club—Racine, WI 

 

July 12th 
The Grove Club elections and 

membership meeting 

8:30pm 

Grove Club 

Racine, WI  

 

July 26th 
Grove Club Picnic 

11:30 Picnic 

7:00 Speaker 

Volleyball, Relays, Food, Raffles 

and more! 

Smolenski Park 

Mt. Pleasant, WI 

 

 

 
Saturday, Nov. 1st 

GAME NIGHT 

The Grove Club 

8:30pm 

 

Saturday, Nov. 15th 

Dance 

The Grove Club 

8:30pm 

 

Fri-Sun Nov. 21st-23rd 

25th McHenry’s SOBERFEST 

Grand Geneva Resort 

Lake Geneva, WI 

www.soberfest.org 

 

Thursday, Nov. 27th 

Thanksgiving Pot Luck Dinner 

The Grove Club 

Time TBA 

 

Thursday, Nov. 27th 

Thanksgiving Celebration 

Racine Alano Club 

Noon until 4pm (or later) 

 
 

(To submit an A.A. related event or 

activity for a future Reprieve issue, 

please e-mail  

raconewsletter@gmail.com with 

date, time and location). 

  RACO prepares to move! 

BIG NEWS EVERYONE! Racine Area Central  

Office will be moving in the coming weeks— 

but not too far! RACO will be relocating to a new  

space within the Elmwood Plaza complex! The  

move should happen in mid-late November and we will be  

downsizing the current store inventory with big sales of much of our current inven-

tory! The move is designed to better serve the Area 75 recovery community with a 

more practical meeting/store-space for our needs. More details to follow! 

Reprieve Mission Statement 

 The Racine Area Central Office's 

newsletter, Monthly Reprieve, is pub-

lished to foster unity and to facilitate 

communication among A.A. Members, 

groups and districts within the Racine 

Area Central Office's service area. 

 Monthly Reprieve aims to be in-

strumental in carrying the A.A. Mes-

sage. This monthly newsletter seeks to 

publish A.A.-related material, includ-

ing personal stories of experience, 

strength and hope. Material published 

is under the oversight of the Racine 

Area Central Office's Steering Com-

mittee. 

 Nothing published in the Reprieve 

should be thought of as a statement of 

Racine Area Central Office or A.A. 

Policy. Finally, the publication shall 

not constitute endorsement by the 

newsletter itself, by the Racine Area 

Central Office, Districts, local groups, 

or A.A. As a whole. 

RACO Volunteer Monthly Report—OCTOBER 
Number of Possible Volunteer Hours: 204 

Number of Hours Closed: 0 

Number of Hours Open: 204 

Volunteer Sobriety Anniversaries: 

David S: 8 years (11/11/2006)          Mary S: 8 years (11/26/2006) 

Matt M: 7 years (11/9/2007)            Jenny V: 10 years (11/27/2004) 

Mike L: 6 years (11/20/2008) 
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Group Donations 

Treasurer’s Report 

GROUP Sept YTD GROUP Sept YTD 

Anonymous Donations 51.90 156.25 Birthday Club (Laurel S—16 yrs)  16.00 

In Memory of Marty 20.00 20.00 Birthday Club (Pauline V—26 yrs)  26.00 

In Memory of Ron L. 25.00 740.00 Birthday Club (MaryLou K--33 yrs)  33.00 

Other YTD Memorial Donations  605.00 Covenant Beginners Thursday 6:45pm 30.00 30.00 

Misc Donations  25.25 
Convenant By The Book Thursday 
8:00pm 30.00 30.00 

Alanon - New Beginnings  50.00 Covenant Combined  300.00 

Alano 7:00am Daily Reflections  50.00 Fox River Group - Waterford  114.00 

Alano 10:00am Sunday  50.00 Grove Sunday 10:00am  100.00 

Alano 8:00pm Sunday Big Book  50.00 Grove Sunday 7:30 Speaker Meeting 100.00 100.00 

Alano 6:00pm Monday Coffee Hour  179.40 Grove Friday 10:00am 12X12  125.00 

Alano 8:00pm Wednesday  50.25 Grove Friday 5:30pm Big Book  100.00 

Alano Friday Night Candlelight 30.00 50.00 Grove Saturday 10:00am  100.00 

Benj. House - No Meeting Specified  44.00 Grove Saturday 7:00pm  60.00 
Benjamin House - People, Places & 
Things  10.00 Kenosha Alano (no specifics)  7.00 

Benj. House Sunday 8:00am AA/Alanon 26.00 233.00 
Kenosha Big Book Study - Monday 
4:30pm  440.00 

Benj. House 10:00am Sunday Dwnstrs 24.00 185.00 Kenosha Courage to Change (Aurora) 125.00 125.00 
Benj. House 10:00am Sunday Newcom-
ers  73.00 

Kenosha Grass Roots - Saturday 
10:00am  250.00 

Benj. House 10:00am Monday  12.00 Kenosha St. Mary's Lutheran Sunday Grp  50.00 

Benj. House 6:00pm Monday 12X12 15.25 141.25 Kenosha Thursday Night South Side / BB  25.00 

Benj. House 6:00pm Monday Women's  3.00 Outkasts  50.00 

Benj. House 7:30pm Monday  52.00 Paddock Lake 12 Step, Monday 7:00pm  72.00 

Benj. House Tuesday 10:00am  78.05 Paddock Lake Tuesday Came to Believe 10.00 20.00 

Benj. House Tuesday 6:00pm AA/Alanon  50.75 
Paddock Lake Miracle on 75th, Wednes-
day  70.00 

Benj. House Wednesday 6:00pm ISM'S 20.00 82.00 Pleasant Prairie Good Shepherd 12X12 32.00 117.00 

Benj. House Thursday 10:00am  47.00 Racine Transitional Care  50.00 450.00 

Benj. House Thursday 1:00pm AA/Alanon 10.00 50.00 RACO Monday 7:30pm New Pair of Glasses 20.00 

Benj. House Thursday 6:00pm Big Book  57.25 RACO Wednesday 7:00pm Big Book  25.00 

Benj. House Friday 10:00am  51.95 
Salem Big Book Friday 8:00pm United 
Meth  40.00 

Benj. House Friday 7:30pm  65.00 St. Andrew's Fireside Group  30.00 

Benj. House Sat. 7am Cellar Dwellers 11.00 107.00 Twin Lakes Sunday 8:00pm (Calv Cong) 100.00 100.00 

Benj. House Saturday 7am Upstairs  157.00 Union Grove Visiting Vets Group 75  100.00 

Benj. House Saturday 6:30pm  18.00 
Untion Grove United Church of Christ 
Wed  20.00 

      

   DONATION TOTALS  710.15 6,688.40 

Expenses Sept YTD  Income Sept YTD 

Monthly Rent & Utilities  1,766.90 16,283.57 All Donations  927.40 7,197.85 

Misc. Office Expenses  112.94 1,299.38 All Sales 3,954.50 20,315.25 

Literature & Merchandise 100.48 7,528.93 Rent—Groups  700.00 5,640.00 

Quarterly Office Expenses  35.00 1,490.97 Misc Adjustments (70.00) (613.50) 

EXPENSE TOTALS  2,015.32 26,602.85 INCOME TOTALS  5,511.90 32,539.60 

   GAIN / (LOSS) 3,496.58  5,936.75  



 

Help is Everywhere 

District/Club Information 

Alcoholics Anonymous is not affiliated with any club or 
other outside enterprise 

Racine Area  

Central Office 
Officers/Steering Committee 

Chairperson Darrell S. 

Co-Chairperson Roxann D. 

Secretary Courtney K. 

Co-Secretary Rachel S. 

Treasurer Pam L. 

Co-Treasurer Christine S. 

Staffing Coordinator John B. 

Co-Staffing Coordinator James S. 

Newsletter Kevin B. 

Co-Newsletter Steve H. 

Hotline Chairperson Mark S. 

Co-Hotline Chairperson Jon K. 

Literature Chairperson Rachel S. 

Co-Literature Chair VACANT 

Procurement Jenny L. 

Webmaster Courtney L. 

Co-Webmaster Brian K. 

Advisor Dawn S. 

  

  

3701 Durand Avenue #225 

Racine, WI 53403 

(262) 554-6611 

24-Hour Hotline: (262) 554-7788 

District 17 Racine, Wisconsin 

Racine Alano Club 

1140 Douglas Ave. 
Racine, WI 53404 

(262) 634-9902 

The Grove Club 

1037 Grove Ave. 
Racine, WI 53405 

(262) 634-9656 

Benjamin House 

4848 Highway H 

Franksville, WI 53126 

(262) 886-9611 

Benjamin House Website: http://www.benjaminhouseracine.org/ 

District 7 Kenosha, Wisconsin 

Kenosha Alano 
Club 

630 56
th
 St. 

Kenosha, WI 53140 

(262) 654-8246 

Outcasts 

1310 63
rd

 St. 
Kenosha, WI 53144 

Club Breakaway 

8017 Sheridan Rd. 
Kenosha, WI 53143 

(262) 653-9800 

Kenosha Alano Club Website: http://kenoshaalanoclub.org 

District 36 Burlington 12 x 12 Club 

724 N. Pine St. 
Burlington, WI West Racine/Kenosha County 

District 6 Walworth County Alano Club 

611 E. Walworth St. 
Delavan, WI 53115 

(262) 740-1888 

Eastern Walworth County 

District 12 Eastern Lake County, Illinois 

Alano Club of Waukegan 
2419 Washington St. 
Waukegan, IL 60085 
(847) 662-9640 

Zion-Benton Alano Club 

228 Sheridan Rd. 
Winthrop Harbor, IL 60096 

(847) 746-9842 

Alano Club of Waukegan Website: http://alanoclubwaukegan.com/ 

Waukegan Hotline: (847) 623-9660 

District 10 Antioch Recovery Club 

311 E Depot St.; Suite C 

Antioch, IL 60002 

(847) 838-1882 

Western Lake County 

Antioch Recovery Club: http://www.antiochrecoveryclub.org/ 

Antioch Hotline: (847) 395-5988 

Interested in receiving the Monthly Newsletter through e-mail?  
Become a subscriber today by sending an e-mail to raconewsletter@gmail.com 
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